  THE FALL – SATAN’S

AND MAN’S
(1) Gen 3:1-7 “The serpent was more subtle than any other wild creature which God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden, but God said, “You shall not eat of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die, for God knows that when you eat of it, your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she gave some to her husband, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they saw that they were naked, and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves aprons.”
    But that’s so different to what the Lord God had said to Adam;
(2) Gen 2:16-17 “You may eat freely of every tree in the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day you eat of it, you shall die.”

    But just who is that serpent? We read in;
(3) Rev l2:9 “The great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan; the deceiver of the whole world; he is thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him.”

    In describing the scene in the Garden of Eden, Gen.3:1-7 records those present in that garden; the Lord God of course, the serpent, the woman, and her husband, but there is no mention of the king of Tyre. Now with those things in mind, we’ll look at what the Spirit tells us in Ezekiel. 
(4) Ezek 28:12-13 “You were the signet of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the garden of God.”

    In that passage the Spirit certainly isn’t talking about the Lord God; neither is he referring to the woman or the man. So the only one left is the serpent, Satan.

    Again, we read in;
(5) Ezek 28:15 “You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created, until iniquity was found in you.”

    Then we’re told how Satan’s problems began in;
(6) Ezek 28:17 “Your heart was proud because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendour.”
(7) Isaiah 14:12 “How you have fallen from heaven, Day Star, son of the dawn. You were cut down to the ground, you who brought the nations low! You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven. Above the stars of God I will set my throne on high. I will ascend to the mount of assembly in the far north. I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.”

    Now all of that had to have happened very quickly, because we see that the Word tells us in;

(8) 1John 3:8 Jesus said, “He who commits sin is of the devil, for the devil sinned from the beginning.”

    And it happened because the devil had never accepted the truth of God’s Word in his heart, as the Lord Jesus tells us in;

(9) John 8:44 Jesus said, “You are of your father, the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and did not abide in the truth, because the truth was never in him. When he lies, he speaks according to his own nature, because he is a liar, and the father of lies.”

    But back to the beginning; we read in;
(10) Rev 12:7-8 “War arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought, but they were defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven.”

    We're not told in the Word of God when this war started, only that it did. Because of this we will not get into discussions about it, because it's what followed afterward which concerns us.

    But don't get carried away here with names and places either, because our view of time and space doesn't necessarily fit into the spiritual realm. 

(11) Rev 12:12 “Let heaven rejoice then, and those who dwell in it. But woe to you earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is short.”
THE FALL - CONTINUED
    This throwing down of Satan causes real trouble for those on earth, where the second stage of this great spiritual war takes place, but for this we need to go back again to the beginning, back to when God made man perfect, just like himself; 

(12) Gen 1:27 “God created man in his own image; in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.”

    And in fact God made Adam as his son;

(13) Luke 3:38 “Adam, the son of God.”

    Then, because he’d made Adam to be his son, he gave him the right to choose which way to go, just as he had with Satan.  So he created a situation for the man to believe, or nor believe, his Word. 

(14) Gen 2:16-17 “The Lord God commanded the man saying, “You may eat freely of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you will die.”

    Now Satan enters the picture and starts to create doubt in a very subtle way, saying in;
(15) Gen 3:1 “The serpent was more subtle than any other wild creature that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree of the garden?

    In answering the Devil, the woman changes and weakens the Word, corrupting it. 

(16) Gen 3:2-3. The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.”
    But God hadn't called it in a vague way, 'A tree in the middle of the garden', which could have been any of the trees there. No, he had been very specific, calling it by its proper name, “The tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”  Neither had he said anything about not touching it, and he had not merely suggested that they might die, but had clearly said, “In the day that you eat of it, you shall die.” (Gen 2:16-17) 
Remember, this is talking about spiritual death, not physical.
    Now that the doubt had been sown by the Devil's word, and God's Word had been corrupted, it was very easy for Satan to enlarge the lie, and in the process to accuse God himself of lying. 

(17) Gen 3:4-5 “The serpent said to the woman, “You will not die. God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

    It's so easy for us to rob ourselves of the power of God's Word by watering it down, changing it, adding to it or taking from it, which we’re commanded over and over again not to do. 

(18) Deut 4:2 “You shall not add to, or take from, the word which I command you.”
(19) 2Cor 4:2 “We have renounced disgraceful, underhand ways; we refuse to practice cunning, or to tamper with God’s Word.”

    If we do water down God’s Word, then we can no longer effectively use the “Sword of the Spirit”, and we’ll find that the “Word of our Testimony” is ineffective also; and this means real trouble for us. After all, we’re told how we’re to get victory over the devil in;

(20) Rev 12:11 “The saints have conquered Satan by the Blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony;”

    We may even find ourselves guilty of “Profaning the Blood of the Covenant.”

(21) Heb 10:29 “How much worse punishment do you think will be deserved by those who have spurned the Son of God, and have profaned the blood of the covenant by which they were sanctified, and outraged the Spirit of grace?”
    Remember, if we deliberately do these things, we see in;

(22) Heb 10:26 “If we sin deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sin, but a fearful prospect of judgment, and a fury of fire which will consume the adversaries.”
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